Immigrant Rights
We of the Southern California Ecumenical Council wish to respond to the recent passage of our neighboring state law, Arizona State Law SB1070, signed by Gov. Jan Brewer on April 24, 2010.

We are leaders of an ecumenical church council that is represented and supported by the American Baptist Convention, Armenian Orthodox Church, Community of Christ, Disciples of Christ, Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Friends (Quakers), Greek Orthodox Church, Presbyterian Church, USA, United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist Church.  Observers serving with us include the Roman Catholic Church, the National Farm Worker Ministry, Church Women United, and the Ecumenical Council of the Pasadena Area Churches.  As such, we represent a broad spectrum of tradition and theologies inherit with Christendom, grounded in the Scriptures canonized in the Old and New Testaments.

As people of faith we affirm and live by the Scriptural imperative, “When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt:  I am the Lord your God.”  (Leviticus 19: 33-34)  We also recall Jesus welcoming the Samaritans and affirming their worth as he graciously received the Samaritan woman at the well and later stayed with the Samaritan community (John 4).  With the inclusion of spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles (Acts 9), we of the various traditions of Christendom, recall our heritages of being aliens in a foreign land now known as the United States of America.  We must not forget the pain of our ancestors and their desire of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness sought by the founders of our country.

We are highly concerned by such passage of what seems to be anti-immigrant and anti-alien. We must voice our disapproval of such a law that will encourage racism, suspicion, hatred, and scapegoating of immigrants.  We cherish our country and celebrate the blessings that God has bestowed on it through its diversity and acts of grace in welcoming the alien in the past.

Immigrants bring their diverse gifts as well as a desire to support the local economy in virtually every profession including teaching, health care, manufacturing, agriculture, and the hospitality industry.  We are dedicated to solidarity with our immigrant brothers and sisters who are created equally in the image of God.

We call on the entire apostolic, catholic, and universal Church to prayer, study and fasting on this matter of justice before us. We further call on the Church to practice its care for persons in need, particularly immigrants and immigrant communities. Called by the Lord of the Church, Jesus Christ, to feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, so the Church must follow in streams of living justice to peace.   We call on the leadership of our country, states, and local communities to examine closely this unjust law and advocate for a more comprehensive and justice centered approach to immigration. We further call for the repeal of Arizona’s SB 1070 and 287 (G).

 “Lord of all the worlds, guide our nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom.  Give to all people the blessings of well-being and harmony, but above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all people, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.”  (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 63, The Church Year, Propers)

